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cannot hinder motives from acting upon his 
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No; but we are told, he can resist the de- 
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Action and re- action upon one another. The 1 
same body, at present a cause, was previous- 
ly an effect ; or, in other words, the body 
which e a change in another, by 

L acting upon it, has itself 8 a change 
4 by the action of another body. One body 


3 may, in relation to others, be at the same 


time both cause and effect. 
forward a body with the stick in my hand, 


While I push 


the motion of the stick, which is the effect 
af my impulse, is the cause of the progres- 
sion of the body that is pushed. The word 


caute, only denotes the pereeption of the 
change which one body produces in ano- 


ther, considered in relation to the body that 
| produces.it;z and the word effct, signifies 


nothing more than the perception of the 
_ "game change, considered relative to the bo- 


dy that suffers it. The absurdity of sup- 
posing the existence of independent and ab- 
dolute causes, which neither are nor can 


I 9 ; 23 
Lk a: : 
yr 04 , 
ba 


| be un must appear obvious to every 1 un- 


| bined e 


| The inte progression of bodies Thich 


- nave been in succession, cause and effect, 
_ Yoon fatigued men desirous of discovering a 
general cause for every particular effect. 


4 They all at once, therefore, ascended to a 
Brrst cause, supposed to be universal, in re- 


: lation to which every particular cause is an 
effect, though not itself the effect of any 


cause. The only idea they can give of it 
is, that i it produced all things; ; not only the : 
5 form of their existence, but even their exis- 


tence itself. It is not, according to them, 
either a body, or a being like particular be- 


ings; in a word, it is the . cause. ; 


3 Aud this i is all they's can DIY: ROY it. 


D FROM the — 973 (old NoTE 15 45 


it must appear, that this univerzal cause, is 


| but a chimera, a mere phantom, at most an 
F ah or fictitious being, only existing 5 
minds of those who consider N. 1 5 


is, e e the Destiny of the Grecks, —- 


F 2 


God of e Jews, and Churtians, : : 5 


£ a2 R 
* 5 


OE 5 . Spirit of then new | Parizian ” 
F sect of Theophilanthropists; the only ect 
* which has ever yet attempted to found a 
| h worship upon principles bearing any. resem- : 
Et blance to none OMe. or common 5 
| sense. : „ nw 


Those = 8 by. 1 — 
univerial cause, content themselves with 
particular causes, have generally distin- 
-_  .gurhed them from material substances. : 

| Seeing the same change, often produced by 
different actions or causes, they conceived 
the existence of particular causes, distinct 
: from sensible bodies. Some have ascribed ; 
een to them intelligence and will hence gods, 
5 TY demons, genii, good. and bad spirits. O- 
i thers, who cannot conceive the existence of 
6 a mode of action different from their own, 


| have imagined: certain virtues. to proceed 
; from the influence of the stars, he | 


a a cbousand other dark, unintelligible t rms, 
ung more than blind a and 3 
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Ar MONG » ths e errors into . 
men are continually falling, by confound- 
ing fictitious with real obje cts, is that of 

supposing an infinite power, cause, wisdom, . 
or intelligence to exist, from only consider- 
| ing the Properties of wisdom, power, and i In- 
telligence, in the beings whom they see 

The term infinite 1s totally incompatible 

with the existence of any thing finite, posi- 
tive or real; in other words, it carries with 
: it the impossibility of real existence. Those 
vho call a power, quantity, or number, infi- 
nite, speak of something undetermined, of 

3 which O just idea. can be formed ; because, 
however extended the idea may be, it must 
fall far short of the thing represented. An 
1 inf nite number, for 5 can neither be 
; Admi in for 


it may by b | whether : a Certain part, 
the half for example, may not be N 
| Tom: it? This Half. is „ble, and may be 
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counted and . but by doubling. 


it, we make a sum equal to an infinite num- 
br, which will then be determined, and to 


which an unit may at least be added. 


This uc will then be greater than it was 
before, though infinite, or that to which = 


nothing could be added; yet we can make 
an addition to it! It is therefore at the same 


time, both infinite and finite, and conse- 
quently possesses properties exclusiveſof o one 
| another. We might, with equal propriety, 


conceive. the existence of a white body | 


| which is not White, or in other words, a 


mere chimera; all we can say of which i i, 1 


: that it neither does nor can exist. 


What Bas Show said of an gs f ou m. 
det equally applies either to an infinite 
cause, intelligence, or power. As there are 
different degrees of causation, intelligence; 


and power, those degrees must be consider- | 


ed as units, the sum of which will express 


the quantity of the power and intelligence. . 
of such causes. An infinity of power, ac- 
tion or intelligence, to which nothing can 


be added, nor conceived, is impossible, ne- 


ver has existed, and never can exist. 
— 4 
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Mex is born with a disposition to now, | 

or. to feel. and receive impressions from the 

action of other bodies upon him. Those 
impressions are called sensations, percep- 

tions, or ideas. These impressions leave a 

trace or vestige of themselves, which are 

sometimes excited in the absence of the ob. 
jects which occasioned them. This is the | 
faculty of memory, or the sentiment by. j 

which man has a knowledge of former im- 1 
Pre ssions, accompanied by a perception of i 
| the distinction e the time he re- j 

t in. which, he remembers | 

; > es: impression produces an . 

or disagreeable sensation. When lively, we 

call it pleasure or pain; when feeble, satis - 
faction, ease, inconvenience or uneaziness. | 
Fhe first of these sentiments impels us to- 

Wards objects, and makes us use efforts! to 
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ain and 3 Shea to r to ang- 
ment and prolong the force of the sensation, 
to renew and recal it when it ceases. We 
love objects which produce such sensations, 
and are happy in possessing them: We seek 
and desire their possession, and are mise 
rable upon losing them. The sentiment 
of * 1 induces v us to 80 and un Ne 
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Wet are 60 g batte as 15 5 15 pleszure 8 
and hate pain; and this law, engraven by 
nature on the heart of eve ry human being, 
18 80 powerful, that in evexy action of life 
It forces our obedience. Pleasure is artach-' . 

ed to every action necessary to the preser- 
vation of life, and pain to those of an op po- 
site nature. Love of pleasure, and N 
of pain, induce us, without either exami- 
. nation or reflection, to act so as to obtain 
| pte of t the former and the absence 0 of 
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1 be e once received, it is not 
i” man's e either to o prolong or to render 


i POTN There are certain limits 
which human efforts cannot exceed. Some 
impressions are more poignant than others, 
and render us either happy or miserable. 
An impression pleasant at its commence- 
ment, frequently produces pain in its pro- 
gress. Pleasure and pain are so much 
blended together, that it is ceidoms that. the 
one is _ ; without some p ore 5 we other, 
Man, U ike « every LE 3 upon © com- 
ing into the world, abandons himself to pre- 
sent impressions, without foreseeing their 
consequences or issue. Foresight can only be 
acquired by experience, and reflection up- 
on the impressions communicated to us by 
objects. Some men, in this respect, con- 
tin ue infants all their lives, never acquiring 
the faculty of foresight; and even among 
the most wise, few are to be found, upon 
whom, at some periods of life, certain vio- . 
lent impressions, those of love for example, 


the most violent of all, have not reduced in- 


to a state of childhood, foreseeing nothing, 
and permitting themselves to be 5 * 
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8 0 we aged in years, we acquire more 


experience in comparing new and unknown 


objects, with the idea or image of those 
Whose N memory has ee 


The i ob comparing 8 present with 


} absent objects which exist only in the me- 
mory, constitutes reason. It is the balance 


with which we weigh things; and by recal- 


1 ling those that are absent, we can Judge of 
the present, by their relations to one ano- 
N ther. g This 18 the boasted reason which 


man, upon 1 know not what pretext, arro- 
gates to himself to the exclusion of all 0= 


ther animals. We see all animals Poszessing 


evident marks of jud gment and comparison. 


Fishes resort to the same spot at the precise 


hour in which they have been accustomed 


to receive food- The weaker animals form 
themselves i into societies for mutual defence. 

The sagacity of the dog is generally known, 
and the foresight of the bee has long been 
. T he bears of Siberia, and the 
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e e of India seem to possess a e 
ed superiority in understanding over the 
human savages and on es, who inhabit | 


those countries. e OO aNTRs 
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of the sense of touch in man, in a superior 
degree than in other animals, sufficient to 
account for his superiority over them. II 
to that we add, the advantagg of a greater | 
oy ity, and a capacity of supporting ex- 
istence all over the glode, an andes 
peculiar to the human spec 29, perhaps we 
ted a the causes of the supe- 

riority which wan ever received from ns. 
ture, whatever py be his pretensions. 
oer of communicating i- 


guttural sounds, and Whose e 
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every thing is the ef 
50 are often 9 "of. te immediate 
causes of the effects we see, that even 625 
we Aucorer t th 6 em, we find ny. {hers are the 


. can . prove, "Is necenity a ascending 
to a first eternal cause, the universal cause 
| of all particular ones, producing not only 

the properties, but even the existence of 


„ | ahings, and- which i 18 independent: of every 


her cause. It is true, we do not always 


Know the tie, chain, and progress, of every 
cause; ; but what can be inferred from that? 


tive either of belief « or of determination. : - 
12 am \ Ignorant of the cause i 1 
a certain effect, and eannot assign one to 
my own satisfaction. But must I be con- 


5 . — 


— * 


tented with that assigned by another more 
presumptuqus, though no better informed, 
than 1, who says he is convinced; espe- 
cially when I know the existence of such a 
cause to be impossible? The watch of a 
shipwrecked European having fallen into the 
hands of an n tribe, they held a con 
sultation to discover the cause of its extra- 
ordinary movements. For a long time tl 
could resolve upon nothing. At length 
one of the group, bolder than the rest, de- 
clared it to be an animal of a species diffe- 
rent from any with which they were ac- 
quainted; and as none of them could con- 
vince him, that those movements of the 
watch could proceed from any other prin. 
eiple than that which produces animal liſe 
0 8 he thought himself entitled” to 
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thiviy years ago. The impious wor <Y 
of Voltaire, Rousseau, and YAlem- 


bert, had Prepared the minds of the 


ready were the materials collected 
for chat fre, Which has i in our times 
burst forth with such fury as to threa- 
ten the destruction of every e 
great, noble, and good in polished so 
ciety. It is not, therefore, surprising 


that a Work of that nature, so favoura- 
ble tothe views of the conspirators, and 
circulated with all their industry and 
influence, should have met with a fa- 
 vourable reception, or produced a 
considerable i impression on the minds 
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French nation for 1 its reception... AE 


* 


of men, n ape tee ; 
hh we have had the misfortune to 
ee carried into effect, by the disciples 
of the Voltait rean school of infidelity,” | 
the Dantons and the Robespierres of 
the present day. Its principles, with 
the rapidity of lightning, spread their 
baleful influence over the Court, the 
Parliaments of justice, and the en- 


tire republic of letters; in a os o- 
ver all classes of Frenchme Even 


the ministers of religion dd . 
cape the contagion. The Gallican 
church counted among her enemies, 
even those dignified ministers who. 
Shared the most largely i in her favours. 


Si ch force did the mons 


er Infideli- 


ty assume, that the countenance and 


: ; dtection of one of the. best Princes 
who ever filled the F rench throne, 


5 hardly screened religion from its bru- 


al insults. 5 That such a work could 


learned, pious, and gallant nation, is 
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one of chose facts which will appear 


incredible to posterity. The philo- 
sophers alone of that period will find. 


in human nature oF its 5 Possible 


ig 


| verification. ” 


Forrunarely, 17 7 5 progress yh”, scep- 


1 has hitherto, in this country, 
been very limited. The good sense 
and piety of Britons, impregnable t 0 | 


the arguments of a Hobbes, a Shaf- 


| tesbury, N Tindal, a Bolingbroke, 1 
and even of a Hume, found no diffi- 
| culty i In T epelling the PULY attacks of $3 
French infidelity. The pious e {4 


of the wisest of sovereigns, was well 


imitated. by his faithful subjects oE 
every elass. The altar of Feligiap, - 
guarded by its holy. ministers, and 
supported by the throne, successful- 


ly stemmed the torrent of * 10 
then deluging the greatest part of 
the continent of e EY nl Kill 
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The trans al -or 
cessary to trouble the readers, who! 
have waded with him | through 
this Augean stable f blasphemy 
and impiety, with” many remarks. 
The inconsistency and irrelevancy 
of the arguments contained in this 
work, must appear evident to every 
candid ſuirer. Lest, however, 4 


E publications, any « one of which, 21 
he is certain, would convince the 

most confirmed atheist, were he to 
study it with the attention and can- 
dour so necessary to the investiga- 15 
tion of truth, but which it is seldom 


che lot of men * 98 wach ee te, 


various metaphysieal works, by ad mit- 


'F guished place. The great variety o ; 
Y arguments 80 forcibly urgedby Camp- 
bell upon the subject of miracles, by 


tresses of scepticism, has contribu ed 
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KIEY ow; of Sn im his 


ting the first principles assumed by. 5 


infidelity, and pushing them to their 
necessary conclusions, clearly exposes 
their absurdity and extravagance. To 
those who are partial, and accus- 
tomed 4 abstract disquisition, his 
work will i particulagly ao 128 


The numerous answers 60 H It 
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ty Some English divines, and certain 
Scottish Philosophers, the fathers of 
tlie Common-sense school, may be 
perused with” much Advantage. 
Among these, the writings of the 
cConcise Reid, the modest , 
: found Beattie, the terien Hur 5 


and the mild Horne, hold a dit 1 


destroying one of the strongest for- 3 


5 139 „„ 
much to the support of religion. 
The very clear, perspicuous, and in- 
5 bi treatise of the present Dr 
Gregory upon liberty and necessity, 
has entirely removed every ſhadow of 
doubt from the minds of the welkin- 
formed, upon that abstract and much 
eontested subject. The very easy 
terms upon which his publication 
_ be had, ! is another inducement t to | 


is x 
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A Tc 0 enumerate 1 40 40 ad writers 5 
who have distingui hed themselves! in 
defence of the authenticity of the 
Scriptures, would occupy. volumes: Ph 
Their number i is 0 great, and their 
merit so eminent, that it would be 
difficult to select any one as merit- 
ing particular praise. The Transla- 
tor cannot, however, avoid reeom- 
mending the very ingenious, acute, 
and profoundly logical treatise of Mr 


Soame Jenyns, be the internal {= 
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ls _ Christianity, to its adyo- 
cates, as containing ag an ine rhaustible 
|. the authenticity and Senuineness of 
their faith. To the indolent, or those 
unhabituated to abstract speculations, 
the spirited answer of the Judiciou 8 
Dr Finlay of Sia to the writ- 
ings of Voltaire and his pupils, may 
be very useful, on account of the 
sprightly vein of wit and humour 
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pervading it, which excite and pre- | 
serve even the most languid atten- 


tion throughout. the vast intricate la- 

0 byrinth ofscepticism which the Doetor 
is forced to explore, so as to make his 
victory complete, by hunting e error 
en her most hidden recesses. 


g The various Wo ate of 1 ; 
present Bishops of Rochester and 
Landaff, particularly those of the for- 
mer, merit the highest praise, on ac- 


count of their e PROF. = |. 
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and liberal manner in which they are 


written, 80 very opposite to the arro- 


gance and illiberality of those writ- 
ers whom they 8 successfully com- 
bat. In these writings they also ex- 

bibit in the strongest colours, the 


contrast between the persecuting 
spirit of an arrogant, vain, oi-disant 


philosophy, and that of the mild, to- 


lerant, and humble religion, which 
1 1 5 profit: and adorn. 
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